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BY GEN. JOHN POPE

IV.
NE matter only of a
persornal and disagree-
§|able character had oc-
gl curred up to this time
¢/ in the Army of Vir-
.| ginia, and ihis would |
fz not have found 8 rec-
ord at my hands ex-
* cept for some rather
A___:__:.-_-- peculiar conseguences,
=¥ Gen. George H. Gor-
don commanded a bri-
gade in Banks's Corps, and behaved in a
most gallent and distingnished manner at
the battle of Cedar Mountain, where his bri-
gade took a foremost part and set an exam-
ple of the highest courage and loyaity to
duty.

A few days afier that battle Gen. Gordon, |
with other commanders of troops, was called '
on for an official report of the operations of
his brigade. Ee rendered the report in de-
tail, and it was duly received at my office
from his immediate commander. Qnly 2
few days afterward the newspapers from the
North came to us with Gen. Gordon's offi-
cial report in full, containing details quite
improper and dangerous to us for the ene-
my to know, as they did throngh the same
papers almost, if not quite, a8 soon &s we
did.

GEN. GORDON PLACED IN ARREST.

It appeared, after inguiry, that the report
bad béen furnished to the mewspapers by
Gen. Gordon himself. For this gross breach
of military discipline, likely to be so injuri-
©us to the army with which he was serving,
and committed for personal advantage and |
uoi to promote any public interest, he was
placed in sivest, and properly so placed, 5
either by my direct order or by sugrestion
10 Gen. Banks., For 20 years since that bat- |
e was fonght, and to him that far more im- |
portant eveut, Lis arresi, he has been filling |
the sir with imprecations and epithets. 1In |
bouks, in papers and magarzines, and in the |
Jecture rooms of historical and other societiea |
be has been vexing the langnage for descrip- |
tions of mwe wneomplimentary enough and '
epithets offensive enough to present to the
public the figure of & “ monster of such hor- |
rid miea” that Frankenstein himself would |
have been & moral and physical beauty in |
the compariscn. He bas constituted him- |
self the historian of events he did pet wit- |
pess, and bas crested Geperals to direct
them out of the blinding refloction of his
cwn grievance. Fortunately, such extreme |
utieranoes carTy wilh tbem, in general, their
OWD ABSWET.

I voderstand that Gen. Gordon has re- |
cently died, and I can only say that I hope '|
be may sleep in pezce, untormented by the |
delusion of enmities pever feltand of injust-
ioce never inflicted on him.

Early on the morning of Ang. 20 the
enemy drove in our pickets at Kelly's Ford |
and Rappabannock Station; but sscertain-
ing thal we covered these points in strong |
force and that it would not be easy to force
the passage of the river there, his advance
kalted and the wain body of his army was i.
brought forward from the Rapidan,

By the night of that day Lee had brought
forward his whole army to our front. All |
Gay of the 215t and 224 feints or very feeble |
efforts were made to crpss the river at vari- |

ous poluts, but they were repulsed withount 1
trouble or much loss to either party. The [
ariillery practice was kept up during both |
days end muoch rmwuvition wasted, as was |
generally the case in 1hat early period of the
war. Finding the fords of the river rea-
souabiy well defended, snd probably in the
prosection of other plans previonsly made,
the enemy began to move slowly up the
river for the purpose of turming our right. |
For the life of me I have never been able to
wnderstand why Lee did not at once force
the passage of the river in our front and fall
upon our inferior force with his trinmphant

srmy. The Rappabannock above Kelly's
Ford is an insignificant, narrow stream, with

good fords every few hundred yards, and |

when these events occurred was £0 low that

there were, I think, few places where it was | 22

over @ man'’s head, He must bave known
that the Army of the Potomae was leaving
the Peninsuin under pressing orders to juih
the arwy under iny command, and that every
day’s delay wust increase the force in front
of bim. He must have felt confident that
be could deal with the small army ooder
wy command casily, if it were not reinforced
before be assailed it, and yet he sufered the
days from Aung. 20 to Aug. 28 1o pass without
suy serious efiort in that direction. If Gen.
MeCiellan bad been in the least energetic or
bad kad any genvive purpose to push bis
arwy tosupport mise, Lee would have found
himself confronted by superior forces apd
forced back behind the Bull Run Mouut-
ains and finslly behind the Rapidan. His
singular procrastination and his long march
arounad by way of Thoroughfare Gap eannot
be explained on any military grounds what-
ever, and the secret of his action wmay pes-
kaps be found where T do not care to look
for it.

My orders still bound me to kecy op‘en

the roads to Frederickshurg to receive rein-
forcements from the Peninsula, and I there-
fore could not extend my line much sbove
Rappahannock Station without weakening
it o much that it might be broken through
almost anywhere. I telegraphed again and
again to Washington, representing this
dangerons movement of Lee toward my
right, and that I conld not meet it without
letting go my hold on the river below.
POPE ORDEEED TO HOLD AND FIGHT FOR
EVERY INCH OF GROUND.

The following dispatches, both dated on
the 21st, wiil show what ideas they held in
Washington, and under what assurances I

held on =0 long to a fanlty line:
WaAsHISGTON, Aug. 21, 1862,
Gen. Pore: 1 have telegraphed Gen. Burnside
to know al what hour he can relnforce Repo. Am
walting his answer, Every effort must be made to
hold the Rappabasnock. Large forves will be in
to-morrow, (Siguned) H. W. Havrecx,
General-in-Chief,
And again:
WasrIxGTON, Ang. 21, 1862,
Gen. Pore: 1 bave just seen Gen. Burnside's
reply. Gen. Cox's forces mre coming in from
Parker=burg, and will be Lere to-morrow and next
day. Dispute every inch of the ground, and fight
like the devil till we can reinforce you. Forty-eight
hours more, nnd we can make you strong enough.
Don't yield an inch if you can help it.
(Signed) H. W, HALLECE,
General-in-Chief,

Finding that the continued movement of
the enemy toward my right, whilst beavy
maases gtill confronted me &t Rappahannock
Station, would within 24 hours, if allowed

TrE REBEL PICKETS.

to continue, either render my position on the
Rappahannock wholly untenable or force
me to give battle to the enemy on my front
and right, I determined on the afternoon of
the 22d to mass my whole force to recross
the river by the bridge and fords near
Rappahannock Station and Kelly's Ford,
and to asszil the flank and rear of the
long ecolumn of the ememy slowly mov-
ing up the river. The necessary orders
were accordingly made on the night of the
22d. It world have been a hazardous move-
ment, no doubt, bat I must have made it or
utterly abaudoned the plan adhered to with
such pertinacity at Washington. It would
have been easy for me then,as it would
have been at any time afterward, todraw my
force down the river to Fredericksburg, and
by uniting with the troops there to be strong
enough to maintain myself against any forces
of the enemy; but the routes to Washingion
would have been left open, and nothing was
known to me of McClellan's army or his
movements, It was better that my army
should be sacrificed in fighting for delay
than that the Capital should be seriously
endspngered. 1 considered it my duty to
hazard the movement and to fall upon the
enemy’s flank and rear by recrossing the
Rappabannock with my whole army.

As it happened, however, a heavy rain set
in that night, and by morning the rivey had
risen at least eight feel and had become a
raging torrent, carrying away one hridge
and destroying for some days all the fords
below Solphur Springs. It was no longer
practicable to recross the river and make
the attack we had prepared for, but the
rise in the river which prevented the move-
ment wonld also, I believed, prevent the
withdrawal to the south gide of the river of
such of the enemy’s forces a3 were known
to have crossed to the porth side at Sulphur
Springs and Waterloo Eridge. Early on the

RepELS DESTROYING THE BRIDGE.
morning of the 23d I massed my forces in
the neighborbood of Rappsbannock Station,
with the purpose of assaulling at once the
forces of the enemy above indicated, and
which were supposed then to be between
Sulpbur Springs, Waterloo Bridge and the
town of Warrenton. As the river was much
too high to be forded, and I felt sure that
most of the bridges were gone, and that this
condition was likely to last at least two
days, I had no fears that the enemy could
interpose any of his forces between me and
Fredericksburg, or make any movement
against our line of supplies, the Orange &
Alexandris Railroad.

I accordingly directed Gen. Sigel, who
held my right nearest to Salphur Springs,
to wmarch prompily with his whole corps on
that place; to give battle st once to what-
ever force of the enemy he might find there,

and to push forward along the river to
Waterloo Bridge. The corps of Reno and
Banks were sent to support this movement.
I directed Gen. McDowell to move at the
same time directly to Warrenton, so that
from there he could march toward Sulphur
Springs or Waterloo Bridge, as might be
most desirable, to aid Sigel's movement.
To the corps of McDowell I attached the
division of Pennsylvania Reserves, under
Gen. Reynolds, which had reported that day
and were the first of the Army of the Poto-
mac to join my command. Gen. Meade,
who afterward commanded the Army of the
Potomac with such great distinction, was
next in rank to Gen. Reynolds in that di-
vision.

HEADQUARTERS WAGONS CAPTURED.

On the night of the 22d of August a small
cavalry force of the ememy, which had
crossed the Rappabannock at Waterloo
Bridge and had passed through Warrenton,
made a raid upon our trains at Catlett’s
Station, on the line of the Orange & Alex-
andria Railread, about 10 miles distant, and
destroyed altogether four or five wagons out
of pome thousands. As it bappened, quite
accidentally, these wagons thus destroyed
belonged to my own headquarters train,
and, of course, a great shout and burrah
were made over this wonderful achieve-
ment, ont of which the enemy possessed
themselves of some private letters having
no relation to the war, and a few other
papers equally unimportant, as also some
two or three suits of clothing more or lgss
worn. It was therefore quite a brilliant
affair and reflected great credit on all con-
cerned, especially the tasteful feat of in-
ducting a negro into a suit of my uniform
clothing and parading him through the
strects of Warrenton on their retreat. This
cavalry detachment was not more than 300
strong when it made this raid. Our whole
army train was parked at Catlett’s Station
and was guarded by 1,500 men, beside being
within easy reach of the whole army.

The success of this small cavalry raid,
trifling as it was and attended with no loss
worth mentioning, was certainly far from
creditable to the foree guarding the trains,
and through whose neglect and carelessuess
only such an affair was practicable.

Gen. Sigel moved up the river as he was
ordered, but very slowly, in the direction of
Sulphur Springs, on the 23d, and first en-
conntered a force of the enemy near a point
where a small stream called “Great Run”
puts into the river about two miles below
Sulpbar Springs. The enemy was driven
across the stream, hut destroyed the bridges.
Owing to the heavy rains of the night be-
fore the stream had risen so much as to be
unfordable, so the night of the 23d and part
of the morning of the 24th were spent in
replacing the bridge. McDoweli’s Corps

234, driving out a small cavalry force of the
enemy he found there.

On the morning of the 24th Sigel crossed
Great Run and occupied Saulpbur Springs
uuder some artillery fire from the opposite
bank. The enemy, who had crossed at Sul-
phur Springs a day or two before, had re-
crozsed to the sonth side before the flood car-
ried away the bridge. Sigel at once pushed
forward toward Waterloo Bridge, followed
by Banks and Remo. Oa that same morn-
ing I sent Buford with a heavy cavalry
force from Warrenton to reconnoiter the
enemy at Waterloo Bridge aud above. It
was then believed by Sigel, who so reported
to me, that a considerable force of the enemy
was still on the north side of the river, and
retiring before his advance in the direetion of
Waterloo Bridge. Buford reported no ene-
my at Waterloo Bridge, or between there
and Bulphur Springs, and Sigel's advance
under Milroy ocenpied the place during the
afternoon. On that afterncon Lee’s whole
army was strelched along the river from
Rappubasnock Station to Waterloo Bridge.

During the day of the 24th a large force
of the enemy, numbering 36 regiments of
infantry, with the usual artillery batteries
and a heavy cavalry force, was detached
from the main body and marched rapidly
north in the direction of Rectortown. They
could be distinetly seen, and were several
times thet afternoon connted and reported
from our signal stations along the east and
northsideof theriver. Thisforce,as weafter-
ward ascertained, was Stonewall Jackson’s
Corps, and the porpose of his movement was
not long in doubt.

It became very apparent that it would no

occupied Warrenton on the night of the |

longer be possible for me to hold the lower

Rappabannock longer if I were expected to

cover the approaches to Washington. The |
main body of the enemy was steadily, |
tbough not rapidly, moving toward my
right, keeping the Rappabannock between
us, and it was necessary to meet this move-
ment in the direction of its objective, 1
therefore proceeded rapidly to concentrate
my forces between Warrenton and Gaines-
ville, both along the Warrenton pike and
along the railroad south of it.

JACKSON PASSES THROUGH THOROUGHFARE

GAP,

The day after this concentration was or-
dered (Aug, 26) Jackson, passing through
Thoroughfare Gap, etruck the railroad at
Manassas Junction. As I have recounted
fully in an article for the Cenlury Maga-
zine, published in its isssue for January, 1856,
the steps taken by me to forestall and pre-
vent such a movement, and the inexcusable
manner in which my wishes aud advice were
neglected, notwithstanding every assurance
that they would be carried out, it wounld not
be proper for me to repeat what is therein
gaid. The passage of Thoroughfare Gap by
Jackson seems to mark distinetly the he-
ginning of the second battle of Bull Run,
and in my article for the Century Magazine
I have begun the account of the battle at
that point of time. To that article I must
refer anyone interested in the subject, as it
would be manifestly improper for me to
recount even in different language a history
which I wrote for, and which belongs to, the
Centary Co.

The next article for THE NATIONAL TRIB-
UNE will contain a history of MeClellan’s
connection with the campaign of the Army
of Virginia under my command, with some
incidental reference to other officers of rank

in his army.

L0 be continued.]
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SALISBURY PRISON.

The Personal Experience of an Ohio
Cavalryman,

LIBBY AND BELLE ISLE.

- S—

A Night Escape
bury.

<

THE LOYAL NEGRO.

The Weary March Toward
Freedom.

from Salis-
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BY JOHN 6. WEAVER, 2D OHIO CAV:

I
Y request of oneof my
old comrades, with
whom I was insepa-
rably connected while
confined as a prisoner
in the Salisbuary
Stockade, and algo in
answer to a fellow-
prisoner who asks
4 through THE Na-
Y 110NAL TRIBUNE for
some of the 2d Ohio
7, Cav. who were con-
15 fined in that detest-
117" ahle death-pen to give
a description of that
prison, I have under-
‘uken the task to give
from memory my rec-
ollections, which, on
account of the great
iapse of time gince the
events to be recorded in that and other
prisons of the South, I make no claim that
they are absolutely correct as to dates, but
are true as to occurrences, descriptions, ete.
I was a Sergeant of Co. I, 24 Ohio Cav.,
which belonged at the time of my captureto
Wilson’s Divisicn, of Sheridan’s cavalry,and
was captured at Waynesboro, in the Shenan-
doah Valley, shortly after the battle of
Opequan, from where Wilson’s cavalry
chased the fleeing rebels up through the
Valley until we reached Waynesboro, at the
foot of the mountains on the east and where

No Boory.

the railread has turucled through going to

Richmond.
IN LIBLEY PRISON.

Quite a number of prizoners, of which I
was one, were placed on the cars and shipped
to Richmond and piaced in Libby, which
has been go often deseribed in your columns.
I found myself confined in a long room in
the second story of the historical prison, the
brick partition-walls of which were covered
with a coat of whilewash, which from ap-
pearance was the work of some colored artist
before the war, every brick of which hore
the inscription of some soldier who bad
been confined there and who had written
with lead pencil his name, regiment and
company. The secoud day after my con-
finement there came into the room two rebel
officers, one a spare-Luilé man, who carried

I a revolver in his baud, which he flourished

quite recklessly while he ordered with oaths
the prisoners to get in a column of fours,
which we did. He then got to the right of
the column and against the wall and gave
the order “Right face,” which placed the
head of the eolumn on the left. After sur-
veying us for & moment he addressed us as
follows:

“Now, Yanks, you are prisoners of war,and
there is no telling when you will e paroled,
and as some of you may have some valua-
bles about you which yon do not wish to
loge, I have arravged with the Major here”
{pointing to the other officer who came in
with him, and who was just the opposite of
the one who addresssd us, as he was round,
well-built, short in stature, and wore a full
suit of regimentals, and earried a large book
under his arm and a bottle of ink tied toa
button en his coat, while he twirled a pen
and helder in his right hand) “ to take down
your names and write opposite to them the
articles, watches or money belonging to each,
go that when you are exchanged or paroled
they can be returned. Now, if any of yon
have anything of the kind, just step up to
the Major and he will record it.”

A painful silence followed after this ap-
peal; daring which the officer’s facc began to
darken, a3 not 8 man offered to comply with
his most magnanimous offer. Suddenly
starting as he branished his weapon in the
face of the helpless prisoners, with vehement
and profane expletives he almost shouted,
with apparent rage:

“The first two fours” (of which I was
one) “step out and place your backs to the
wall”
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We obeyed the command, wondering what
was (0o be done. Then, with the vilest oaths,
he ordered us to take off our hats and place
them before us on the floor. When this was
done, he turned to the rest of the prisoners,
who were interested spectators of what was
going on,and delivered himsell, accompanied
with a torrent of oaths, while he threaten-
ingly flourished his revolver in the faces of
the anarmed men, as follows: :

“XNow, look here, you —— —— Yankees;
you heard what I said, didn’t you? Yes,

_— = 2 — —— e ——
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facesof themw =  ohad just passed through | and small aperture into which the scap

the orden!, & Z.  he man at the hatchway
could not u £  and why they seemed 80 |
indifferent -3 considerate interest in
their behalf, he ugain said:

“You had better hand them right ap, or |
the rebs will strip you and get all you've

got.”
Then some one answered, “ We've been
prowled” (meaning they had been searched )

“long ago; won's you lend us a dollar?” At
which the head was suddesly drawn up and |

_to take care of it for you, I intend to take it
from you anyhow, and save it for you until
you get exchanged.” And then adding:
“ Do you know what I am going to do with
these —— ———?” pointing to the eight men
against the wall. Receiving no answer, he
continued : “I'm going to do to them what
I'm going to do to every — —— of you,
and if I find any money or other valuables
on any of you, I intend to buck and gag yon
for 48 honrs.”

Then turning to the men against the wall
he ordered them to take everything out of
their pockets and plage them in the hats be-
fore them. After this was done he ordered
them to take off every stitch of clothes they
had on and lay them in front of the hats.
There was some muttering at this order, but
THE REVOLVER IN THE HANDS OF THE

COWARD

forced obedience, and eight of us stood stark
naked in the presence of our comrades, who
were powerless to even proteat againet snch
outrageous treatment, but whose eyes
sparkled with the fire of indignation as
they were forced to witness our shame and
humiliation. When our clothes were all on
the floor before us, the brutal and cowardly
officer commenced at the first hat and exam-
ined its contents, after which he searched
every pocket in the clothes, looking for
greenbacks or watches, or anything of value
that he might rob a defenseless prisoner of.
The search of the first eight produced noth-
ing, which appeared to disgust the Major,
who was intently watching the operations,
and he remarked:

“I think it's uselesa to search any more,
because I don’t believe you could find any
greenbacks on a Yankee, if he had a thou-
sand dollars about him.”

This remark seemed to be sufficient, as
the officer bid us put on our clothes, and
then said, in a voice of rage and disappoint-
ment :

“Well, it"won’t be good for any — ——
in this prison if I find out that they have hid
and not turned over their money.”

With that both officers left the room.
After they were gone the boys began to con-

BuyIing oF THE NEGROES.

gratulate themselves upon their escape and
what they supposed would have been the
treatment of the rest of them had not the
Major interfered, which evidently relieved
the minds of many of them. Just after this
grand search for valuables by the rebel offi-
cers was over, a voice from the floor above,
which was pierced by a batchway in the
rear end of the room, and through which one
of the prisoners was protruding his head,
called to us in a very beseeching tone:
“Say, boys, hand your money and watches
up to me, and I'll take care of them for you
until after you are searched.”
- There was a broad smile visible on the
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DIAGRAM OF SALISBURY PRISON IN JANUARY, 1865,
and T know —— —— well that there is | out of sight, and was not heard or seen
plenty of greenbacks amongst you ; and now, | again.
by ——, since you won’t give it to the Major CONFINED ON BELLE ISLE.

.| afternoon when we were turned in and

A day or so after we were put in Libby
some two or three hundred of us were
marched out to the street under gmard and
formed in a coluamn of fours and marched
toward the famous island of sand in the
James River, which will always be known as
Belle Isle Prison. While on our way to that
famous inclosure, and while yet marching
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TeEE EscAPE.

through the streets of the rebel Capital, quite
a number of her enterprising citizens, who
wished to turn an honest penny, presented
themselves along the line of march and
offered for sale edibles of various kinds, but
principally of small loaves of bread, which
were about the size of 8 commen briek,
for which the uncommon price of $1
per loaf was asked, and I was surprised to
see the prizoners readily pay it, some in
greenbacks and some in rebel currency,
which proved the assertion of the rebel
Major in Libhy to be correct, that it was im-
poszible to find any greenbacks on a Yank
even when searched, and at the time might
be in possession of $1,000. We continued
our march toward the prison on the sand-
bar, but before we reached there we had to
pass threugh the deserted rolling-mill,
which, I am told, was the same passage
through which all guests of the Confed-
eracy passed who were entertained at Belle
Isle by that hespitable Government. We
were finally brought up in front of the
death-trap and ecarefully counted in, every
100 being placed in charge of a Ser-
geant, who was to draw the rations and
divide them up. As I was near the rear
of the eolumn I was placed in charge of the
last 100, which was No. 57, thus shewing
that there were 5,700 prisoners confined
within the inclosure, which packed them so
close together that there was barely room for
one man to pass another in the space left
for that purpose. It was late in the

a place assigned us, which was on the
bare - sand, without tents or covering of
any kind, although there were plenty of
tents ranged in a line as close together as
they could be pitched, but which were al-
ready occupied; so we were compelled to
take the sky fora covering, While we were
standing and wondering how to dispose of
ourselves comfortably, I heard some one eall
for Sergeant 57, which I responded to, and
was pub in possession of two wooden pails of
soup—rations for my squad. As we had
neither spoons, cups, or anything else with
which to eat our rations, we were compelled
to lift the bucket to our mounths and drink,

was expected to flow, cansed quite a por-
tion of the precions decoction of bugs
and bhard peas to overflow on the face
and clothes of the bhungry prisener, while
quite a3 much more was lost by falling
on the sand, acd for which some of the balfs
starved prisoners scrambled and fought for
as if it was of the greatest valae. And whas
soup! To those who have not caten Belle [sle
soup nothingin the English langnage can per-
fectly describe it. The buckets, when frsé
handed to me, losked like a black mfes of
something, which on close inspection proved
to be the wings of bugs which burrow into
the pes and eot out 2l the substance, while
they grow to the size of the pen itself and
then die. Those were the kiud of vegeta-
bles the rebs made the Yanks’ soup out of
When you would skim these shells and
wings to oneside there was a yellowiah fluid,
which contained about a3 much nutriment
as could be got out of chafl of well-thrashed
grain. But still the prisoners devoured it, as
only hungry. and starviog men would do
While on the Island I noticed that every
morning we were marched through the en-
trance and connted, and as we came through
the gate we were turned to the right uatil
all prisoners who wers able were on the oat-
side of the embankment which sarrounded
the inclesnres, which were like breastwerks
that were thrown up, the ditch being om
the inside; and the ditch was the Jead-line,
where many of our sick and weak comrades

fell into and were shot. Aiter the prisoners
were all out that could walk, the rebel officers
and guards would go through the inclosure

LOOKING FOR THE SICK AND DEAD.
After these were taken out we were agsin
connted; and this they kept their accoant of
prisoners Lo issue ralions {o.

The third moming afier my arrival T noticed
that instead of counting the prisonem off to
the right, they were going in the oppesite di-
rection; and being somewhat curious to know
the caase, and Litin—k.iz:;.: perhaps it might be for
exchange or parcle, (for which I was quite
anxiouns,) I crowded up to the entrancs and was
counted out to the leff. Five hundred wers
thus counted and marehed through the oid
roiling-mill and up to the railroad., For what?
we sll asked. Some said to be exchanged,
some paroled, and more did not know; bat we
were not kept long in suspense, for while we
were standing in fours, rations were isued to
us, aud orders to march to the cars were given,
The rations were delivered to the head of the
column, and the distribution of them left to
the generosiiy of the prisccers in whose hands
they were put, and the cousequence was that
about 100 in the rear of the column (of which
I was ooe) received nothing. We were thea
marched to a frain of flat cars, on which we
were placed and strengly guarded, and thea
started southward, our destination being Salis-
bary, N. C.

The trip was uneventiul, as nething
pened worthy of note, except where the
would stop at some watering station, when
some tall trading wes dome by the prisoners
who received no rations at the start. Negroes
were indaced by the priscners to bring them
something to eat, and would offer such artieles
of value 55 they possesscd, which would be gen-
erally received, snd such things as pecitet-
knives, handkerehiels and the like were ax-
changed for sweet potatoes and pies, which
seemed to be one of their chief articles of diet.
This all had to be dene in a hurry, as the train
would not stop long, bat somehow or other the
exchanges were made and considerable suffer-
ing from hunger alleviated thereby. We
arrived at Salisbury in the afterncon of the
next day, and were marched to the prisom
in one of the hardest rains that ever
fell, and which saturated our clothes com-
pletely. We were kept standing cutside the
inclosure until the rain was over, and then a
narrow gate was opened which was just wide
enough to allow cne man to pass throogh st &
time, and we were ushered into the inclosure of
the famous prison where thousands of the
bravest men entered only to be taken out dead,
where, by exposure and starvation, they gave
up their lives and were hauled ont and piled
up on top of each other like so many hoga

The prison proper was aboui the size of one of
our city squares, perhapsalitile larger, or sboui
500 feet by €00 feet, with an “ L™ projecti
out from the widest side. There were sa
buildings in the inclesure, the main one having
the appearance of a factory, while the others
appeared to be built to be oceupied by the pes-
ple who worked gs operatives. There was also
three log eshins, that stood on a line with the
“L™ of the inclosure, aud begides there was
newly-buile bospital, which was near the main
building and which stood ou supports st one
end, whieh raised it considerably above the
ground, which sloped gradually from the front
of the ~uilding, leaving cousiderable space
underneath, where, for want of shelter, the
prisoners wonld pack themselves as Sight aa
herrings in a box, and in this ancomfortable
manner try to find sleep and repose. There
was also two curbed wells, ona of which was
immediately in front of the dead-kouse, which
was a low and long briek house, with one deoor
a little to the right of the center, and 1 believe
one or two windows (although I don't remem-
ber any), and with bhare gronod ficor and fire-
place in one end of tie building. The other

well was in the rear of the small buildiag
which stoed alongside the fictory. Bat seith
of these wells were of much value, as whs
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water was in them was nnfit for ase, and besides
they were choked with rubbish of all kinds,
There was also quite a number of cak trecs
whose foliage had net yot fallen, the most of
them being located inside the square formed by
the several baildings mentioned, while some
grew tu the rear of the larger building. Taken
altogether the prisou presented at the time I
entered, asbout the 13t of October, 1861, a mather
inviting appearance. The ground in front of
the baildings had the appearance of continnal
travel over it, and was hard and gravelly, whilo
to the rear there was a gentle gmesy deeline,
whare, after & night's trotting to Keep warm, -
the prisoners would lay ia the warm Southern
sun snd refresh thewselves with sleep, whila
others again would avail themsolves of the op-
portunity and strip off their ciothing

AND SKIRMISH FOR GRAYBACKS,

and long lincs of such skirmishers eould be seen
with apparently plenty to do. It

thut the prisou previous to the entrance of the

which position and the size of the bucket

prisouers that I cawe with had ouly been used
as a place of confinemont for robel desesiers ox




